
Places of Renown 

Famous and Infamous places 
of the Bible 



Revelations 3:1-6 
 

[1] And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith 
he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy 
works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 
[2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 
[3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold 
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee 
as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 
[4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their 
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 
[5] He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 
and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 
[6] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. 



Sardis 



Where is it? 



Sardis near present-day Sart, Turkey 





Sardis near present-day Sart, Turkey 





Baths and gymnasium 



Baths and gymnasium 



The Synagogue 



The Synagogue 



What do we know about Sardis? 
• A city of western Asia Minor  

• Capital of Lydia 

• about 80 km East of Symrna 

• the fifth of the seven churches addressed by John 

• on the Pactolus River, rising from Mount Tmolus.  

 

 

• Famous for the golden sands of 
Pactolus River which contained 
electrum  

• electrum used in ancient Lydian 
coinage 

• Electrum is a naturally occurring 
alloy of gold and silver, with trace 
amounts of copper and other 
metals  

 



The message to Sardis 

• Condemnation 
– [1] “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 

livest, and art dead. 
[2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works 
perfect before God.” 
  

• Warning   
– [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and 

heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt 
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt 
not know what hour I will come upon thee. 
 



The messsage to Sardis 

• Reward   
–  [4] Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which 

have not defiled their garments; and they shall 
walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 

• Promise    
– [5] He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed 

in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name 
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name 
before my Father, and before his angels. 
 



Spiritual Significance 

• A thief coming in the night is a reference to the return of Christ at the end 
of the world. 
– 1 Thessalonians 5:[2] For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 

cometh as a thief in the night. 
– Places this church in the 3rd dispensation of 2,000 years  

• The book of life refers to the judging of the dead 
– Rev 20:[12] And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 

books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. 

– The message is to the those who have died believing in Christ. 

• Being clothed in White raiment is receiving soul salvation 
– Rev 7:[9] After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 

number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes 

– Rev 7:[14] These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 

 
 
 



Laodicea 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soul salvation after death 

Salvation without death 


